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Edward Shepard, ORWA State Director

Bureau of Land Management, Western Oregon Plan Revisions
P.O. Box 2065

Portland, OR 97208

Dear Ed,

Qur unhealthy West-Oregon BLM forests continue to face destructive losses from wildfire, pests,
disease and storms. Alse, the vitality of Oregon's rural communities and forest sector infrastructure

suffer from declining federal forest management and timber supply over the past i/-years. The
BLM draft Western OR Plan Revision (WOPR) preferred Alternative 2 is important progress to
improve rural econemies, umber infrastructure and forest health, and to prevent destructive losses.

Alternative 2 Plus wouid be the best manag ient: appmach to mest the ir :edlatei dmg needs of
locat counties; while:working to protect our environment. | urge youto apply-due diligence t
OPR, and ensure that adequate funding is sought to implement the Plan: The WOPR should
adhere to the following key principles:

’Develop a new “Modifled Alisrnative 2 Pius"™— integrating greater managementintensity: and az:reage
st 960 milllion baft annually; or 80% of the annual timber growth capability ‘ :
Expan , ‘awestable land base to 60% of BLM forestiand, to provide a stable timber supply
This increased timber. supply wotld sustain’a more vibrant Oregon tirmiber infrastructure—
manufactunng‘ gging, transportation; forestry, and othierinduced business
Increase the fire resiliency of orests in Southwest Oregon by using active mechanical harvesting
‘Speed the redevelopment of st rally complex forests after regeneration timber harvesting by
rétaining 2-6 reserve trees/acre; downwood and diverse riparian trees
Aceelerate recovery of damaged/killed forests—reduce waste of valuable timber and increase county
revenues—by more aggressive use of salvaging, site prep, vegetat:on control and reforestation
8. Help recover the riorthern spotted owl-and marbled murrelet, by:a) mechanical harvest to ’
range: of dlfferent structures that maintaln a dynamic forest: iandscapa over:
improved species take avoidance sfrategles that utilize mechanica
Timber harvest to. generate over 100% of annual. county subsidy pai
10. Minimize threat of destructive foss:on BLM lands. and BLM fhrezt;
11. Improve road access & easements through: BLM Iands far nan-fec
 ways, as well asfor BLM management and recreation uses '
12. Favor active management for: habitat maintenance, ratherthan passwe “reserve’ strategies
13, Avoid unnecessary restrictions that become barriers to road construction and active harvesting
14, Encourage local management flexibility and professional d:scretron taﬁcred tolocal cond:txons
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Of the three alternatives beihg considered by the BLM, 1 urge you to adopt a new’ “Modified
Afternative 2 Plus"— thatwould harvest 960 million bdft annually. This Modified Alt. 2 Plus would
meet the funding needs of local counties, provide needed timber supply and improv -
while also protecting our environment. | look forward to working together toward fi natlzmg the
WOPR Plan, and ensunng that it receives adequate fundmg to be fuily :mplemented
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Thank you for understanding the importance of economic vitality in Oregon s farest sector and xts
vital contnbut;ons toward rural communities, Oregon’s economy, and health of BLM forestlands.

Sincerely, § f g

aaes. 3. Heanan bez, Se. 2794 Foothill Bivd.
Phone: (541) 494-7600 Grants Pass, OR 97526
Fax: (541) 494-7601 PO Box 1480
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